
The Tube
Age group: 4 - 7
English level: Zero to fluent
Resources: Role play materials, tube signs, 
coloured paper, ‘I can read on the tube’ book, vocab 
cards, writing frames.
Preparation time: Night before/weekend before. 
Skills used: Vocabulary, speaking, reading, writing. 

Pre-lesson preparation
There are many different activities you can do with these materials, so your preparation will depend on 
your choices. The most important parts are to print (and photocopy if necessary) the role play resources, 
vocabulary cards, book, and writing frames. If you want pupils to design their own tube system, prepare 
strips of coloured paper and blank tube stop signs. This is an ideal set of activities to do if you are 
planning to take a trip by tube or if pupils live near a tube station that they are familiar with.  

Activity plan

Introduce the topic. 
The activities described here will work a lot better if pupils are familiar with the tube. If your school is near 
a station and pupils ride the tube regularly, they will already have some background knowledge. If not, 
build background knowledge by either visiting a tube station, watching videos of the tube, or looking at 
books and pictures of the tube. I’ve linked to some of my favourite tube links at 
http://earlyyearsenglish.wordpress.com/2013/02/09/the-tube/  
The remaining activities can then be done in any order, over any period of time.  

Tube station role play.
Construct a tube station in your classroom. Support pupils by discussing and rehearsing common 
scenarios (buying a ticket, boarding a train, asking for directions etc) and providing the vocabulary they 
would need to act these scenarios out.  Use the tube vocabulary cards to support pupils as they search 
for the words they may need. 

Design your own tube system.
Give each pupil a blank sheet of paper, blank tube stop signs, and a set of coloured strips of paper. They 
can then make a collage of their own tube system, using the coloured strips of paper to represent the 
lines. Encourage pupils to make their own names for the stations, and label them. 

Make your own tube stop sign. 
Use the large blank tube stop signs to make stops that show pupils names, or their local tube stop, or 
sight words, or vocabulary words, or their own emergent writing words...you name it!
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‘I can read on the tube’ book. 
The tube (and most other public transportation) provides a wealth of environmental print for young 
learners. Environmental print helps pupils to understand the many uses of print, as well as reinforcing the 
concept that print carries a constant message. It also encourages them to open their eyes to the print 
around them and become readers throughout the day. As pupils ‘read’ through the book, they can use 
picture cues, context cues, and text-based cues to work out the messages displayed by the print on the 
tube. Encourage experimentation, and praise pre-readers when they are able to make a reasonable 
guess at the meaning of each sign. 

What do you see?
Give each pupil a checklist. While you are watching the video, or looking at pictures, ask pupils to check 
off boxes as they see each item. Use this to reinforce vocabulary and observation skills.   

Writing about the tube. 
After visiting the tube or watching videos, pupils can write about their experience using the tube journey 
writing frame. Provide the vocabulary cards for pupils to refer to. There are two versions of each writing 
frame - one with more support and one with less. You can link the tube unit with a ‘people who help us’ 
unit by having pupils write about the tube workers who help them.  
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Dear Families, 
Did you know the London Underground is 150 years old this year? We are learning all about the tube, 
and using it to help us with our reading, writing, and knowledge about the world. 

We have learned these words:

_________________________________________________________________________________

We are learning to learn from our environment. When you are about and about, please look out for:

_________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you!


