
Fierce as a lion
Age group: 7 - 12
English level: Intermediate to advanced
Resources: (animal pictures or vocabulary cards) 
Preparation time: Coffee break
Skills used: Grammar - using similes, vocabulary 
of animals and adjectives.
Lesson objective: Students will be able to use 
the construction ‘as (adjective) as a (noun)’.

Pre-lesson preparation
If using vocabulary prompts, such as pictures or word cards, have these ready. 

Lesson plan

Begin by either brainstorming a list of animals, or using animal pictures to make sure that students know 
all of the animal words you will be using in the lesson. If students are shy, you can use a memory game to 
get the lesson started. Begin by saying ‘I went the the zoo and I saw... a lion’. The next student should 
say ‘I went to the zoo and I saw a lion and ...’ and add the animal of their choice. Repeat this around the 
class, so that each student lists all of the previous animals as well as adding their own. 

When the game or brainstorming is finished, list the animals on one section of the board. Ask students 
who has seen any of these animals in real life. Giving students the opportunity to tell their own personal 
stories about animals will increase their motivation and interest, as well as activate their prior knowledge 
and vocabulary. Encourage the students to use adjectives to describe the animals, by saying ‘what is a 
lion like? A lion is fierce, a lion is strong, a lion is not small’. Give the students a few minutes to come up 
with adjectives for the animals, either in pairs or as a group. Write the adjectives on a separate section of 
the board, and quickly go through them to ensure that all students understand each adjective. 

Introduce the simile structure asking students questions using the adjectives they have listed. For 
example, ask students ‘who can run fast? Are you fast? Are you as fast as a cheetah?’ Repeat until 
students have become familiar with the target sentence structure. You can also show the students that 
these types of similes are often used to exaggerate. For example, I may boast about being as fast as a 
cheetah, but I’m not really! 

Tell the students that you are going to play a writing game. On the board, model the type of sentences 
that you want them to write, using yourself as an example. As you write, think aloud, e.g ‘I think I’m quite 
loud. Which animal is loud? I think a parrot is loud. I’m going to write ‘I’m as loud as a parrot’. I also think 
I’m very busy. I work all the time, I’m always doing things. Bees are always flying around working as well, 
they are very busy. So I’m going to write ‘I’m as busy as a bee’. When you have given students sufficient 
examples, erase your example sentences, leaving only the blank structure ‘I’m as! !  as a 
! ! .’  Leave the animal words and adjectives on the board, so that students have a pool of 
words to choose from. Tell the students how many sentences you want them to write, and also tell them 
to keep their writing hidden from everyone else. 

When all of the students have finished writing, gather their papers and read each one aloud. The students 
should guess who wrote each paper. 

Early Years English
Support and resources for young English language learners

 Free for personal classroom use. Please credit our website if you distribute our materials to your colleagues. 
 © Early Years English 2012 www.earlyyearsenglish.wordpress.com



Example sentences

Who am I?

I am as fast as a cheetah

I am as slow as a tortoise

I am as tall as a giraffe

I am as bouncy as a kangaroo

I am as small as an ant

I am as strong as a bear

I am as strong as an ox

I am as agile as a squirrel

I am as graceful as a bird

I am as cute as a kitten

I am as quiet as a mouse

I am as energetic as a puppy

I am as cheeky as a monkey

I am as playful as a dolphin

I am as beautiful as a peacock

I am as busy as a bee


