
A-E-I-O-U(+y)
Age group: 3 - 5
English level: Zero to basic
Resources: Vowels cards (song lyrics), (word cards)
Preparation time: coffee break/lunch break/night before
Skills used: Letter recognition, confidence, spelling
Lesson objective: Recognize the 5 vowels in the 
alphabet and locate them in familiar words.

Pre-lesson preparation
Print vowel cards (1 for each child), or write each of the vowels (+y) on separate sheets of paper. 
Optional:
-Print song lyrics
-Print word cards, or make cards showing familiar words, such as students’ names. 

Lesson plan

Introducing vowels 
• Revise or introduce the key vocabulary for this song: letter, alphabet, vowel, word. 
• Introduce (or revise) each of the vowels - a, e, i, o and u. 
• Give out vowel cards to each student. Ask them to repeat the name of the letter as you give it to them. If 

students are unfamiliar with the English alphabet, give them letters that are in their names if possible. 
This will give them the best chance of recognizing and remembering the letter.  

The following games will help students to recognize and remember the names of the vowels. Play as 
many games as the students need. 

• Quick vowel drill and song warm-up. Seat the students in a circle, and ask each student to place their 
card on the floor in front of them. Play a quick drill game by saying the name of a vowel. Each student 
who has that vowel should hold up their card, and the other students should point at it and repeat the 
name of the vowel. I use this game as an assessment - if students are able to easily recognize the 
vowels, they are ready to move onto the song. If not, play more games to allow students time to learn 
the vowel names. 

• ‘Who has A?’ Each student holds up their vowel card and says its name (or repeats after you). Students 
then place their vowel cards face down in front of them. Ask ‘who has A?’ and encourage students to 
point at who they think has that letter. Students may peek at their own cards. After the class guesses 
who has A, ask the student ‘do you have A?’ The student should then turn their card over. If the class 
has remembered or guessed correctly, that student may ask the next question - ‘who has --?’

• Vowel pairs matching. Place all the cards face down in the center of the circle. Students take it in turns 
to turn over two cards. As they turn over each card, say the letter name. If students turn over two 
matching cards, they can keep the cards. Continue until all of the cards have been collected. 

• ‘Guess my cards’. Pick a random selection of cards and hold them so that the students cannot see 
which letters they are. Encourage the students to ask ‘do you have A? Do you have E?’ If the answer is 
yes, give the student the card. Continue until students have guessed all of your cards. Students can also 
play this game in groups of three. 
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Vowels Song
Ask students to find others with the same vowel as them, or arrange them into groups yourself. Students 
should sit with the others who have the same vowel cards as them. Call out the names of the vowels, 
and practice having students hold up their cards when their vowel is called. To make this song really 
lively, you can have them stand up as their vowel is called! 

Sing the song, ‘The alphabet has these five vowels’ and slow down as you reach the line ‘A, E, I, O, U’. 
Encourage any students who hold up their cards when they hear their vowel. Repeat the song as many 
times as necessary and encourage students to join in. 

Introducing ‘y’
• Give the students a selection of word cards, and ask them to find or highlight the vowels. If you have 

laminated the cards, students can highlight them with a dry-erase marker. Display vowel cards for 
reference. If students are very young or unable to understand spoken instructions, you will need to 
model this procedure for them. Once students are able to easily find vowels within a word, give them 
the ‘y’ word cards. Give them a little time to talk among themselves to figure out what is wrong. 

• Show the students the letter ‘y’ and ask them to find it in the ‘y’ words. 
• Briefly explain that most words contain a vowel, but those that do not contain a ‘sly y’ instead. 
• You can now adapt the song to include ‘sometimes y’.

Extending the song
•  You can make this song more complicated by having students hold up words containing vowels for the 

lines that say ‘with an A here and an A there’. Students should point to the vowel in the word as it is 
sung If you want to be really fancy, you can introduce words with double vowels such as ‘sea’ - ‘With 
an EA here and an EA there...’
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Dear families, 
Today we learned that the alphabet has 5 vowels, A, E, I, O, U. We learned a song about the vowels.  

(To the tune of Old MacDonald Had A Farm)

The alphabet has these 5 vowels, 
a, e, i, o, u,

In every word there is a vowel,
a, e, i, o, u

With an ‘a’ here,
And an ‘a’ there,

Here an ‘a’,
There an ‘a’,

Everywhere an ‘a’,
The alphabet has these 5 vowels

a, e, i, o, u

You can practice finding these vowels in words at home!
Have fun!

Dear families, 
Today we learned that the alphabet has 5 vowels, a, e, i, o, u. Most words contain a vowel. We found that 
some words contained a ‘y’ instead of a vowel.  We learned a song about the vowels.  

(To the tune of Old MacDonald Had A Farm)

The alphabet has these 5 vowels, 
a, e, i, o, u, (sometimes y)

In every word there is a vowel,
a, e, i, o, u (sometimes y)

With an ‘a’ here,
And an ‘a’ there,

Here an ‘a’,
There an ‘a’,

Everywhere an ‘a’,
The alphabet has these 5 vowels

a, e, i, o, u (sometimes y)

You can practice finding these letters in words at home! 
Have fun!
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