
Leaves
Age group: 5 - 8
English level: Zero to advanced
Resources: Paper bags, tree outline, Leaf Man book, 
sticky notes, googly eyes, glue, paper, crayons.
Preparation time: Weekend before.
Skills used: Vocabulary, oral communication, writing. 
Lesson objective: Learn vocabulary about leaves. 
Practice oral storytelling. 

Pre-lesson preparation
Gather a variety of leaves. Soft green ones work best. 
Make a word tree. 
Gather all the other resources required to make the leaf puppets.  
Make booklets of 6 pages with plain paper. 

Lesson plan

Ideally, take the students on a leaf collection walk. If you can’t get outside, give the students a selection of 
leaves that you have brought in. Students will need at least 5 leaves each. 

Give students a few minutes to look through, feel and smell the leaves. Introduce the word tree. 
Collectively brainstorm leaf-related words, write them on sticky notes and place them on the word tree. 
Adjectives, parts of leaves and trees, and verbs such as ‘fall’ and ‘grow’ can all go on the tree. 

Demonstrate to the students how they can make a ‘magic picture’ with the leaves (leaf rubbings). Label 
your demonstration leaf rubbing with any parts of the leaf that the students can name (stem, veins, edge). 
Ask students to suggest an adjective to describe the leaf, and write that on too. If students have very little 
English knowledge, introduce basic shapes vocabulary and put a key on the board for students to copy. 

Students can make a book of leaf rubbings by placing leaves in between the pages of their book and 
rubbing over them. 

While students are working on their leaf rubbings, ask them to suggest more words for the word tree. 

Read the story ‘Leaf Man’ by Lois Ehlert. Add more vocabulary to the word tree as/after you read. 

Show students how to make a ‘leaf man’ (or ‘leaf lady!’) puppet. They will need strong glue to stick the 
leaves and eyes to the bag. 

Give students time to play with their puppets and invite them to tell a story for the class using their 
puppet.
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