
Names 1
Age group: 3 - 6
English level: Zero
Resources: Name badges and cards, coloring and 
decorating materials, playdoh, playdoh mats, (recorded 
music), self-registration cards, bag/basket/envelope.
Preparation time: Day before
Skills used: Concepts about print, visual recognition
Lesson objective: Students will practice recognizing 
the written form of their name.

Pre-lesson preparation
Find a class list of all students’ names. 
Print and cut out name badges and desk labels. 
Print and preferably laminate playdoh mats.
Find or make playdoh.
Find music or be prepared to sing!

Lesson plan

Name badges
Before students arrive, lay out all the materials that students can use to decorate their name badges - 
pens, stickers, glitter, etc. When students arrive, attach a name badge to yourself, place a name label on 
your desk, chair, or area of the room, and draw attention to it, repeating your name as you point. Greet 
each student by name, hand them a name badge and a desk label, and encourage them to decorate their 
name badges. When all the students have finished, group them together and greet everyone by name, 
pointing to the badge again. Encourage students to greet each other and you by name as well. 

Playdoh names
Give each student a playdoh mat and a ball of playdoh. Using your own mat, demonstrate how to shape 
the playdoh into the shape of your name. Praise and encourage any students who shape the playdoh to 
form their name. 

Musical names
Students should stand in a circle, holding hands. When you start the music, students should walk, jump or 
hop round in a circle. Stop the music at frequent intervals and pull a name from a hat. Show the name 
and give students a chance to recognize their own name before reading it aloud and giving it to the 
appropriate student. That student may then hold their name card and dance the middle of the circle, while 
the circle turns around them. Continue playing music, stopping, and pulling more names from that hat 
until all students are dancing in the middle and no one is left in the circle. 
Introduce self-registration
Lay out all the self-registration cards on a table. As students leave, help each student to find their name 
and place it in a basket, envelope, bag, or whatever container you have available to store the cards. 
Students could use their name badges to try and find the matching name among the cards. As they leave, 
collect the name badges as well. In subsequent lessons, students should find their name when they 
arrive, and add it to the board. When they leave, they should remove their name from the board and place 
it in the bag. Begin and end each lesson with self-registration until students are able to recognize their 
own names.  
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