
Environmental Print
Age group: 3 - 6
English level: Zero to intermediate
Resources: (camera, printer, paper, glue, 
scissors, pens)
Preparation time: coffee break/night before
Skills used: concepts of print
Lesson objective: Become more aware of print. 
Understand that English and the home language 
are different.

Pre-lesson preparation
Ensure there are sufficient examples of print in your classroom.
Optional: print examples of English and non-English environmental print. 

Lesson plan

Basic activity: print hunt
Begin with a ‘word hunt’ or ‘letter hunt’ in your classroom. Begin hunting around the room as though you 
are looking for something very important. When you find text, show that you have found what you are 
looking for. If you have a camera, take a photo of the text. Continue your hunt and encourage students to 
join in.  Praise students who find print, and take photos of their findings. Look for print in a variety of 
places - labels on clothing and furniture, instructions on toys, color labels on pens, exit signs, computer 
screens, stereos, etc. Depending on the level of the students, you may wish them to find English print 
only, home language print, or both. If you do not have access to a camera/printer, this activity works as a 
short standalone activity. If you are able to take students out of the classroom, they will probably find 
many examples of print on a short walk around the block.   

Extension: making print books/posters
After you have completed your hunt, print copies of the photos that were taken. Students can use these 
photos to make their own book of words, or they could work individually or in groups to make ‘word 
posters’ to show what they found. Label each picture with a caption: ‘we found words on Kim’s shoe!’, and 
make sure each child has an opportunity to hear their book read aloud. Encourage students to share their 
books with each other to practice their reading behaviors. 

Extension: English/not English
Print the photos of print that the students found, and ask the students to help you sort them into English/
not English categories. Hold up each picture, and have the students tell you which category to put it into. 
You may also wish to add extra pictures. Students could then make a poster of their pictures, divided into 
English/not English, or a book. If students’ English is adequate, encourage them to discuss differences 
between the two scripts.  

Early Years English
Support and resources for young English language learners

 Free for personal classroom use. Please credit our website if you distribute our materials to your colleagues. 
 © Early Years English 2011 www.earlyyearsenglish.wordpress.com


