
Picture Dictation
Age group: 5 - 12
English level: Basic - intermediate
Resources: Picture vocab cards, pencils
Preparation time: Lunch break
Skills used: Speaking, listening, vocabulary
Lesson objective: Students use target 
vocabulary in speaking and listening

Pre-lesson preparation
Print and cut out vocabulary cards.
Print blank vocabulary grids.
Students must be able to say and understand the target vocabulary words before playing this game. 

Lesson plan

This game can be used to practice saying and understanding many different nouns, and even some 
adjectives and verbs. It works best with vocabulary that is easy to draw, such as shapes, colors, simple 
animals, body parts, or weather.

Begin by using the vocabulary cards to quickly revise the target vocabulary, by showing the cards one by 
one and having students shout out the target words. 

Organize the students into equal teams of 2 - 4 students. Seat the students in their teams, and give each 
team member a number from 1 - 4. Give each team one blank vocabulary grid and drawing materials. 
Place a selection of vocabulary cards face up, somewhere where they cannot easily be seen by the 
teams. Place a box or envelope next to the cards. Explain the game by demonstration, by guiding one 
team through the process. 
Team member number 1 leaves their group and runs to the place where the vocabulary cards are laid out. 
They should choose one card, look at it carefully, memorize it, then place the card in the box or envelope, 
so that it is separated from the other cards. They then run back to their group and describe what was on 
the card (eg ‘red circle’). Team member number 2 draws the object in a box on the vocabulary grid. Team 
member number 1 then sits down with the team. Team member number 2 runs to the cards, chooses a 
card, memorizes it, and returns to describe the card to team member number 3, who will draw it on the 
grid. Continue, with students taking turns to look at a card and describe it to their team until all of the 
boxes in the grid are filled. The first team to fill all of their boxes wins the game. 

For older learners:
This game can also be played using sentence cards, or written words. The team member who reads the 
card is responsible for ensuring that the sentence or word is spelled correctly on the grid. 

For verbs/vocabulary that is difficult to draw:
Students who can read and write can play a more active version of this game. Each vocabulary card has 
a word or a picture describing an action (e.g ‘play tennis’ ‘write’ ‘use a computer’). Students look at the 
cards and mime the vocabulary to their team, who must write it down on their vocabulary grid.
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