
Paper People
Age group: 3 - 10
English level: Zero to low intermediate
Resources: Paper, coloring pens, (scissors)
Preparation time: Lunch break
Skills used: Following instructions, introducing 
people
Lesson objective: Students gain confidence in 
basic speaking by making paper representations 
of their classmates, and introducing them to each 
other. 

Pre-lesson preparation
Pre-cut your own string of paper people, with the first colored to look like yourself, and the rest blank. Know each 
child’s name or give them name labels.
Very young children: Cut out a string of paper people for each child. Set out coloring pencils. 
Young children: Draw a person template but do not cut out. Set out scissors and coloring pencils.
Older children: No additional prep required, students can make their own paper people.

Lesson plan

Introduce target vocabulary through choral speaking. 
Teacher: (gesture to student) ‘This is Sarah’ 
Everybody: (wave to student) ‘Hello, Sarah’
Repeat several times with different students, and yourself.

Show the students your paper people, folded into a concertina shape, so that only the first person is 
showing. Explain ‘This is me’. Point to yourself, say your name, point to the paper person, say your name. 

Slowly open out the other puppets. Make a show of looking at one student and choosing the correct 
colors to draw hair, eyes, clothes onto the blank person shape. If students are more advanced, ask them 
which color you should use for the hair, eyes, clothes etc. Repeat with a second student. 

Hold up your paper people and model the target vocabulary by saying ‘This is...’. Intermediate students 
can add details, e.g ‘This is Sarah. She has blue eyes’.

Make sure each student has the required resources to make their own paper people. As you work with 
the students, introduce the question “Who is this?” and model the answer “This is....” 

In pairs, students present their paper people to each other, using ‘This is...’. More confident students can 
present to the class.

Variations for more advanced students

Use paper chains to teach color, number and body part vocabulary, by designing alien chains. 
“His name is Grook. He has one red eye and three blue noses”
Use paper people to talk about families. 
‘This is me. This is my grandpa. This is my sister. This is my Aunt”
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Dear Families, 

Today we made paper people. They resemble our friends. We learned to say “This is...[name]”.
Practice at home by asking “Who is this?” and answering “This is.....”. 

Best wishes, 
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