
Music Man
Age group: 3 - 7
English level: Zero to intermediate
Resources: Instrument flash cards, (real instruments) 
(recorded music) (conducting ‘batons’)
Preparation time: lunch break
Skills used: Speaking and listening, general 
knowledge
Lesson objective: Students will learn to understand 
and express some musical vocabulary

Pre-lesson preparation
Print and cut out instrument flash cards.
Print ‘I am the music man’ sheets for each student, or one large copy for the class (optional)
Find recorded music (optional).
Find classroom instruments, at least enough for one between two (optional).

Lesson plan

Introduce target vocabulary
Begin the lesson by playing or singing ‘I am the music man’. As you sing each part, show the flashcard for 
the instrument, and encourage students to join in with the song and the actions. 

Conduct the orchestra 
Hold up each flashcard, say the name of the instrument, and have the students mime and make sound 
effects as though they were playing the instrument. Once students are familiar with the process, they can 
take turns in being the ‘conductor’. If you have access to a variety of real instruments, this activity can be 
extended into a practical activity. Organize the students into small groups and assign each group to a 
type of instrument - recorders, tambourines, xylophones etc. When the conductor points to a group or 
shows the flashcard for an instrument, that group plays their instruments until the conductor stops 
pointing or removes the card. Encourage the conductor to say the name of the instrument as they hold 
the card or point. For students with higher English levels, you can teach the words ‘fast’, ‘slow’, ‘loud’ and 
‘quiet’ through demonstration, and use them to add extra details to the conductor activity. 

Create personalized versions of ‘I am the music man’
For younger students:
Choose 4 students to help with the song ‘I am the music man’. Each student should pick and instrument 
card and stand where they are clearly visible to the rest of the class. Sing the song as a class. At the line 
‘I play the....’, point to one student, who should hold up their card and shout out the name of their 
instrument. 

For older students:
Use the printout of ‘I am the music man’ lyrics. Students should fill in the blanks to create their own 
version of the song. Confident students can lead the class in a version of their song, or the teacher can 
demonstrate the students’ song versions. This activity can be done individually, in pairs, or as a whole 
class, using a large version of the printout. 
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Conduct the orchestra
Ensure that students have a basic understanding of the role of ‘conductor’ by showing a picture or video 
of what a conductor does, or by demonstrating yourself. Give each student a pencil or stick to represent a 
conductor’s baton. Play a good piece of dramatic music, and role-play being the conductor, encouraging 
students to join in. During this activity you can demonstrate use of the adjectives ‘fast’, ‘slow’, ‘loud’, and 
‘quiet’, as well as calling out the names of instruments as you hear them.

Identify the instrument
Seat the children in a circle or in small groups. Lay out instrument cards in the center of the circle or hand 
them out to each group. Make sure that every child can easily reach each of the cards. Play music 
samples and demonstrate pointing to the card that represents the instrument you can hear. Use simple 
language to talk about what you can hear: ‘I hear the violin’. Encourage students to state the name of the 
instrument or use ‘I hear...’ when identifying instruments.

Follow-up activity: Genuine communication using target language
Ask students to bring in musical instruments that they can play, photos of themselves playing instruments, 
or pictures of instruments they have at home, or enjoy listening to. If the students’ English level is low, 
make use of a bilingual classroom support, parents, or written communication home to get your request to 
students’ families. Students can then present their pictures to you or the class, using ‘I play the....’, ‘I have 
a ...’, or ‘I like the .....’. Students could also bring in CDs of music that they like. As a class, listen to the 
music and try to identify the instruments you can hear.       
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