
How Many?
Age group: 4 - 7
English level: Beginner
Resources: Counters, number cards (bag)
Preparation time: Coffee break
Skills used: Counting, speaking, listening, numeral 
recognition
Lesson objective: Practice number vocabulary and 
counting through games.

Pre-lesson preparation
Gather enough counters, lego bricks, or beads for 10 per group of 3 children. 
Print and cut out number cards for each student. 
If possible, check that students can count objects in their first language.

Lesson plan

Hand out number cards to each student. Quickly revise numbers, by saying ‘show me 3’ and rewarding 
students who point to the correct number on their card. Remove a handful of 1 - 10 counters from the bag 
and show them students. Ask ‘how many?’ and reward all answers, whether spoken or pointed. Count the 
counters together as a group. Repeat several times. 
Take a handful of counters, but do not let the students see them. Hide the counters behind your back/
under your hat/in a box. Ask ‘how many?’ Students can give their answer by saying or showing the 
number. When a student guesses correctly, count the counters as you hand them over to the student. 

Choose three students to use a demonstration group for the next game. Lay a set of ten counters in front 
of one child in the group.  The other two students should cover their eyes as student one takes some 
counters and hides them behind their back. Say ‘open your eyes. How many?’ and encourage the two 
students to guess how many counters their friend has hidden. When the answer is guessed correctly, 
move the counters to the next student in the group and repeat. Students age 4 and above should be able 
to play this game independently in groups of three. Older or particularly bright students may notice that 
you can work out how many counters are missing, by counting those that are still left on the table. 

To finish the game, count all of the counters back into the bag, and encourage students to join in with 
counting, even if they do not know all of the numbers. Most will be able to pick up the pattern and count 
’21, 22, 23, 24...’.

Dear Families, 
Today we played ‘how many?’ This is an easy, educational number game that you can play at home. Put 
10 small objects on a table. Tell the child to close their eyes, and hide some of the objects under a cup. 
The child then opens their eyes and tries to guess how many objects are hidden. You can use this game 
to practice number and math skills in any language!

Best wishes,
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Take-home explanation


